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Greetings from New Chairman of the Japanese Society of Goat Science

The 21st Japanese Society of Goat Science (JSGS) Meeting on Goat Pro-
duction and Management was about to be canceled due to the influ-
ence of the COVID-19 pandemic; however, thanks to the passion and
dedication of organizers to make it happen, this annual meeting was
held as a web-based meeting on March 25, 2020. All the changes from
ordinal face to face meetings to virtual meetings had to happen very
quickly. We would like to thank all the members who participated.

At present, Japanese agricultural policy and social situations are facing
major changes. There is an emerging sense of crisis in the direction that
has been pursued only for efficiency. Instead, maintaining and revitaliz-
ing forgotten mountainous areas have become a major issue. Moreo-
ver, the desire for agricultural education and healing people in urban areas has been also increased.
Consequently, the use of goats is once again receiving attention.

Under these circumstances, the Japan Goat Network has established a working group to discuss the
ideal way of the JSGS. Rather than being just a research group that conducts ‘research for research,’
we would like to hear the direct voices from producers, consumers, distributors, etc. for their needs.
We want to reflect these in research issues, and focus more on solving the problems and satisfying
the needs. We are exploring and considering our way where many members can participate.

At the 2019 Japan Goat Summit in Yamanashi, the JSGS held three roundtables entitled “Goat Feed-
ing Management,” “Goat Product Utilization,” and “Goat Regional Promotion/Educational Utiliza-
tion,” where we had an exact opportunity to hear the direct needs from all the attendance. We lis-
tened to many voices that eager to know science-based knowledge on breeding and management
rather than experiences- and intuition-based knowledge.

Besides, the JSGS did not publish the research journal in the past, but now, to ensure that the re-
search findings and information are in your hands, we are working to publish the academic Journal of
JSGS'. The JSGS journal will have the role of ‘academic journal’ that presenting research and practical
findings from members, as well as the role of ‘goat magazine’ that obtaining and providing useful in-
formation. We are inviting research reports and information from various fields.

-see more on page 3
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We appreciate your continuous support.

The JSGS, which is under the umbrella of the Japan Goat Network, is a wheel that turns the Network
together with the Japan Goat Summit and is an organization that promotes your opinions forward as

| hope that the JSGS will contribute to the happiness of human beings by collaborating not limiting in
Japan but also internationally with the keyword of GOATS.

1Research journal of JSGS will be published in FY2019, which focused on presentations at the
JSGS. In the future, it is expected to become a research journal that gives you scientific an-
swers to the problems encountered by producers and goat raisers as a source of not only re-
search articles and case studies but also useful information related to goats.

2Dr. Shogo Shinde, Head of the Livestock Production Technology Research Division, Hiroshima
Prefectural Institute of Technology, serves also as the vise president of the Japan Goat Net-
work. He was selected as the chair of the JSGS in early 2020.

- continued from pagel

Shogo Shinde’

Chairman, Japan Society of Goat Science

The 21st Annual Meeting of the JSGS, the Re-
search Committee of the Japan Goat Net-
work was held on March 25, 2020. This meet-
ing was originally scheduled to be held at
Kyoto University but was held virtually due to
the widespread of COVID-19. The meeting
started with greetings by the former chair-
man Dr. Naoshige Abe and the new chair-
man Dr. Shogo Shinde, followed by 9 presen-
tations and case studies with 32 participants.
A report of Panel Discussion of the 21st Ja-
pan Goat Summit Subcommittee, 2019 was
made atf the end of the meeting.

The presentations/case studies were extraor-
dinary wide areas and contents included
goat management techniques by nomadic
people, seasonal variation of the nutrient
composition of wild grass in abandoned cul-
tivated land, synchronization technique of
Shiba goat, change in Nepal ethnic minority
community due to goat market entry, osteo-
arthritis freatment cases, the possibility of
goat freatment at small animal hospitals,

The 21st Meeting of the Japan Society of Goat Science

causes and symp-
toms of goat rumen
acidosis and freat-
ment methods, ex-
amples of goat
feeding and cheese
production, consul-
tation cases regard-
ing goat raising, etc.
With various ques-
tions from research-
ers, goat raisers, and
technicians for each presentation via verbal
and text chat, a lively exchange of opinions
was made.

In the Subcommittee Report, the contents of
the Subcommittee Panel Discussion were
presented by each Subcommittee Chair.
We also discussed how the JSGS should ad-
dress the issues raised. Proposals made at
this meeting were to collect case studies on
goat feeding in local communities as well as
educational institutions, to collect and intro-

-see more on page 6
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The Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/366, released on March 5, 2019, allows the ex-
portation of Japanese milk and milk products to the European nations. The news made Japanese

cheese producers excited and their quality cheeses were submitted to the 2019 World Cheese
Awards in Bergamo, Italy. Here is a report from Ms. Malory Lane, director of Japan Cheese Co.

Success at World Cheese Awards 2019 in Bergamo, ltaly

It was a last minute nofification from the European Un-

ion through Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries - Japanese cheese had been given the green
light to enter the European Union legally.

The door had been opened and it was time to join the

world stage.

g
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With only a couple weeks before the submission dead-
line for the annual World Cheese Awards held in Berga-
mo, Italy, the Japanese cheese world made a mad
dash to submit the best cheeses of Japan.

The Cheese Professional Association, amongst others,
worked long hours to prepare the documentation for 18
cheesemakers and 30 cheeses (including 4 goat cheeses)
to enter the E.U. for the World Cheese Awards. It was a feat
of passion and immense cooperation across numerous
timezones. Japanese cheese had never been (legally)
shipped to Europe before - would it make it2

On October 18, 2019, the judging began at the 32nd annual World Cheese Awards with alll
cheeses accounted for. It was only the beginning of the excitement in a day filled with joy as
we redlized that one Japanese cheesemaker made it info the last round to be judged as
one of the top 16 cheeses in the world.

== Japanese cheeses won one Super Gold, 4 Gold, one Silver, 8 Bronze
= medals. The list of submitted cheeses with their awards is available at
<https://jopancheese.co/news/worldcheeseawards2019>

The annual World Cheese Awards is organized by the Guild of Fine
Food from England. In 2019, 3,804 cheeses were judged by 260 judges
' from 35 countries. A mixed selection of cheeses was organized across
8 84 tables with a team of 3-4 judges on each table. Each team of judg-
es selected one Super Gold cheese from their table, as well as award-
ing cheeses Gold, Silver, or Bronze medals. Out of the 84 Super Gold
cheeses, the Super Jury, consisting of 16 elite judges, each championed one cheese for the
final round. Out of these 16 cheeses, each is tasted and judged with up to 7 points by each
judge. From those tallies, the champion is crowned the Best Cheese in the World. If there is a
tie, like in 2019, the tie is broken by the lead judge.

Japan Cheese Co. was able to support the Japanese cheese submissions with English guid-
ance on entry documentation, Japanese-English interpretation, and as the go-to for inquiries
about exports during the World Cheese Awards and B2Cheese tfrade show.
Malory Lane
Director, Japan Cheese Co.

*Japan Cheese Co. supports artisanal Japanese cheesemakers through exports and educating
the world on everything Japanese cheese. For more information, visit at https://japancheese.co/



https://japancheese.co/news/worldcheeseawards2019

IGA Japan Newsletter, June 2020 Issue 13

Report on the 21st Japan Goat Summit in Yamanashi

The 21st Japan Goat Summit was held in Hokuto City, Yamanashi
Prefecture on November 23 and 24, 2019, with approximately 210
participants.

The event started with a luncheon with goat meat dishes and the
Japan Goat Network General Assembly. After the general meeting,
there were two keynote speeches entitled ‘Potential and prospec-
tive of goat utilization’ given by Dr. Shogo Shinde, Research Head

of the Livestock Technology Center of Hiroshima Prefectural Insti-
tute of Technology and ‘Obesity-preventing and —eliminating
effects of histidine contained in goat meat’ by Professor Shigeru Nakajima, Vice President of
Bunkyo University, followed by a panel discussion on goat production. Panelists included Mr. Akio
Imai, the Goat Network of Niigata, Mr. Tadashi Sonoda, the National Livestock Breeding Center,
Ibaraki Ranch Nagano Branch, and Ms. Takara Goto,
TAKARA Goat Ranch & Cheese Factory, Mr. Hideki Saito,
Cultural Property Division, Board of Education, Minami Alps

City, and Mr. Koji Inaba, representative of Yamanashi Pre-
fecture Goat Network in addition to the two keynote speak- |
ers. A social gathering was held in the evening, where goat
meat dishes, local sake, and shochu (Japanese liquor with
25-45% alcohol) were served.
On the second day, panel discussions of three subcom-
mittees were held; 1. Goat feeding and management, 2. Usage of Goat products, and 3. Goat utili-
zation for regional promotion and education. Researchers in the Japan Goat Network Science Com-
mittee (Japanese Society of Goat Science) facilitated the discussion on the issues raised by the par-
ticipants. At the subcommittee 1, there were many questions regarding disease prevention and
feed management, while the detailed explanation of ruminal digestion became pending. At the
subcommittee 2, the needs of research on the composition and functionality of goat milk and goat
meat were pointed out, issues on limited slaughterhouses were discussed, and utilization of goat
products other than food products and incorporate with local food processing was suggested. Is-
V — Aw' sues related to at the subcommittee 3, discussions
v on legal restraints on holding goats for non-
livestock purposes, and goat utilization as
measures of vermin prevention were made. At
| each of the subcommittees, active discussions
= were held among the participants, and thus, it be-
| came a valuable forum for information exchange.
Maki Hayashida
Associate Professor
Tokyo University of Agriculture
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-confinued from page 3

duce goat disease cases, to create simple
feeding standards, and to infroduce goat
meat distribution information. Also, it was
suggested that information distribution, ex-
perimental trials, fact-survey should be dealt
with according to individual issues. Specific
measures will continue to be discussed with-
in the JSGS members and the Network.

Oral Presentations:

1. Techniques for feeding control of Mongoli-
an nomads. Hirofumi Naekawa. Tokyo Universi-
ty of Agriculture.

2. Chemical composition of weeds in aban-
doned cultivated land used for grazing dairy
goats. Yoshiaki Hayashi, Maya Ueno, Tomomi
Mashiko. Faculty of Agriculture, Meijo Universi-
ty.

3. Infravaginal administration of progesterone
using a new drug-release technique for estrus
synchronization in goats. Natsumi Endo’, La-
rasati Puji Rahayu!, Takashi Yamamura?, Hitoshi
Tanakas3, Tomomi Tanaka'. 'Laboratory of Vet-
erinary Reproduction, Tokyo University of Agri-
culture and Technology, 2Institute of Livestock
and Grassland Science, NARO, 3Takechi Co.
Ltd.

4. Social inclusion of minority people by goats:
a case from Chepang community in Nepal.
Kawamura Yumiko. Graduate School of Asia-

Pacific Studies, Waseda University.

5. A method of noninvasive forelimb fixation for
28 months of self-reliant locomotion in a goat
infected with bilateral carpal arthritis. Mayumi
Mitani'2, Mami Kurebayashi2. TFarm SAKURA
clinic for small ruminants, 2NPO SORANOWA.

6. Basic medical freatment for goats to make
use of Japanese veterinary clinic. Anna
Terashima, Naoya Uchida. Miyako Veterinary
Clinic, VET Inc.

7. Case reports of ruminal acidosis in goats.
Naoya Uchida, Anna Terashima. Miyako Veter-
inary Clinic, VET Inc.

8. Goat raising and cheese processing of Nasu
Kogen Ima Farm. Sanae Ishii. Nasu Kogen Ima
Farm.

9. Practical advice for novice and mid-level
goat breeders. Akio Imai. Imai Professional En-
gineer Office for Agri-business.

Reports from breakout sessions at the 21st
Japan Goat Summit:

Hidetoshi Kakihara', Yoshiaki Hayashi2, Nao-
oshige Abes, Akio Imai4. 'Tohoku University,
2Meijo University, 3Japan Goat Network,
4mai Professional Engineer Office for Agri-
business.

Hidetoshi Kakihara
Assistant Professor, Tohoku University
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The 20th Meeting of the Japanese Society of Goat Science

The 20th Meeting of JSGS, the research com-
mittee of the Japan Goat Network (JGN), was
held at 13:00 to 17:00 on March 27, 2019, dur-
ing the 125th Annual Meeting of the Japao-
nese Society of Animal Science at Azabu Uni-
versity.

There were 45 participants at the meeting
with an academic lecture and recent re-
search on goat by young scientists. In addi-
tion to researchers, goat raisers also partici-
pated the meeting and active Q&As were
made on each presentation.

Towards the end of the meeting, members of
the JGN also discussed the future visions and
missions of the JSGS.

[Academic Lecture]

“Study on contact with goats on changes in
psychological, physiological and biochemical
indicators of healthy person”

Naoshige Abe, Japan Goat Network

[Recent goat research by young scientists]

1. Studies on developments of spineless cac-
tus (Opuntia spp.) as a feed resource for im-
proving health and milk production in goats.
Makoto Nishizawa', Makoto Kondo?, Yoshiaki
Hayashi'. 'Graduate School of Agriculture,
Meijo University, 2Graduate School of Biore-
sources, Mie University.

2. The actual situation of goat raising and the
establish condition of goat business manag-
ing in Japan. Sanae Ishi, Shinichi Kobayashi,
Seiichi Koizumi. Graduate School of Biore-
source Sciences, Nihon University.

Yoshiaki Hayashi

Associate Professor

Meijo University
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IGA Japan and its Newsletter

The IGA Japan promotes activities of
International Goat Association and the Japan
Goat Network (JGN) with exchanging
information from around the World and Japan
utilizing both English and Japanese articles.

The information provided here includes

articles on the newsletters of IGA and
announcements of the JGN and the Japanese
Society of Goat Science. You can find this
newsletter in the IGA Japanese site at <
https://www.iga-goatworld.com/iga-injapanese.
html>. IGA Japan also welcomes

your articles, pictures, videos, comments, sugges-
tions, and/or questions. Contact at
yoshiha@meijo-u.ac.jp .



