
 
 
 
 
 
 

A tête-à-tête to TETE 

A goat abattoir in Msinga! Always seemed like a good idea on the face of it there were goats -half a 

million in our estimation and there were people with protein needs and these goats were being 

slaughtered. Our project partners in the department of agriculture dived in with this launch of the 

goat abattoir. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now to find plans and examples of goat abattoirs -there are none in South Africa -or Namibia- or 

Botswana ς or Lesotho -or Zimbabwe ς finally we are informed there is one in Mozambique ς great 

right next door ς umm ς no the town of Tete almost is half way between Zimbabwe, Zambia and 

Malawi. An old Swahili trading post that became a strategic town with its bridge over the Zambezi 

during the civil war and important town during the building of Cabora Basa dam. 

The Agribusiness Development Agency (ADA) a year after being told to build the abattoir asks us to 

assist through our NGO contacts to visit such a place.  

Through ILRI and Saskia Hendricx we get contacts through the head state vet of TETE province. 

Planned for December 2016 we finally got to visit in September 2017. 

  

Northern KZN Courier February 11, 2016 

DŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅΧ Ǝƻŀǘ ƳŜŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ 

άDƻŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ-resistant and we believe that in an area which already has a large goat population it is a 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ 

The Umzinyathi District could soon become the hub of a thriving goat commodity initiative to promote the sale and 

consumption of goat meat as an alternative source of cheaper protein. 

The future of the commercialising of goat farming was further cemented when Premier Senzo Mchunu took part in 

a sod-turning ceremony to mark the site of a new goat abattoir in Mphelankani in the Msinga area. 

Msinga is one of the poorest municipalities in the country. About 85 percent of the population are dependent on 

social grants and 71 percent of the population is under the age of 30. Young people in the area have few post-

school opportunities and no jobs. 

Cyril Xaba, MEC for Agriculture and Rural Development, sŀƛŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨōŀǘǘƭŜ ǇƭŀƴΩ ǘƻ 

help eradicate poverty. 

 

Here Cyrril Xaba MEC Department 

Agriculture 

Premier of the KZN province Senzo 

Mchunu 

Speaker of the local municipality  

And Nkosi Mabaso on whose land it is 

attend the sod turning 



 
 
 
 
 
 

We fly in to Tete, a three times a week flight from Johannesburg. Three of us from the Goat. 
Agribusiness NGO and two ADA and two farmers who are going to build the abattoir 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baobabs seem to cover the landscape from the plane window 

 

 The Tete airport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Samora Machal bridge built by South Africa for the Portuguese in 1976 dominates the town 



 
 
 
 
 
 

We are met by the Governor of the province, the head of Agriculture head of Vet department and 

were given the freedom of the province 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tete is a growing with coal discovered just outside the town and it being the closest airport to 

Caborra Basa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vegetable sellers in the town ς local ladies -the snack of choice is dry roasted peanuts ς and these 

3wheel scooters the taxis ς the shops seem largely owned by the Chinese now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Save river just outside town with washing and swimming

 

The Zambezi not a soul in sight apparently the crocs are unbelievable and hippos float around under the bridge. 

We visited goat projects near the Cabora Bassa dam and swung by for lunch -a long windy drive 

down to the dam ς and!!! Nothing ς you cant go near the dam wall but there is nothing there 

anyway no boats no people no nothing ς ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ς the dam wall is 

to the right 300 metres away 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The villages area small very rural and very poor ς the people small ς even the Maputo based officials 

ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘǊƛōŜ  

 

 

 

 


